
Reports of recent street protests in Cuba have echoed the 
talking-points of the US government and ex-pat Cuban 
community, applauding protests they believe signal a long-
awaited revolt against the socialist government.  
Cuba is an island of over 11 million individuals, who proba-
bly hold as diverse views about the organization of their 
government and society, and everything else, as any sample 
of 11 million people. There are bound to be countless differ-
ent perspectives even among the participants within a pop-
ular protest movement. An Anarchist group in Cuba, the 
Alfredo López Libertarian Workshop, while supportive of 
protest actions, released a statement months ago espous-
ing solidarity and cooperation, that said: ”We do not support 
provocations aimed towards a social explosion. This would 
be tragic in the current circumstances of organizational 
deterioration of the working classes and the most precari-
ous segments of society.” Though protesters are discontent 
with their government, the shortages and their hardship, 
there’s no evidence that a majority of Cubans aim to reverse 
the social gains of their 60 year old revolution, or its ideals.  
If Neo-libs had their way Cuba would be following the dic-
tates of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. 
The Caribbean nation most beholden to this preferred US 
model has been Haiti, the site of the first successful slave 
revolt in the Western Hemisphere, but today, still the poorest 
nation in the region, long exploited by foreign powers, 
neighbors and its own rulers. Haiti is now in political chaos 
following the assassination of its president, apparently by 
contracted mercenaries who received U.S. military training 
while members of the Columbian armed forces at             
Fort Benning, Georgia. The site, formerly known as the  

School of the Americas, referred to by human rights ac-
tivists as “The School of the Assassins,” for decades has 
trained Latin American soldiers in combat, counterinsur-
gency and counternarcotics. Now hiding in plain sight, it has 
been rebranded as the Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation.  
What’s happening in Cuba has to be understood in a global 
context. People are not simply protesting in one nation. 
People have been protesting from France, to Hong Kong, in 
Catalunya, in Lebanon, in Ecuador, in Chile,, in Belarus, in 
Russia, in Tunisia, in Brazil, in Colombia, in the United 
States, and yes, even Haiti. Countless people in dramatical-
ly different geopolitical contexts, under dramatically differ-
ent regimes, have been using similar tactics to express simi-
lar grievances. What is going on is deeper than the failures 
of the Cuban government or the manipulations of offshore 
forces hostile to it. All of these governments are investing 
resources in intensifying state violence and surveillance to 
combat unrest. And practically all of them are facing crises 
of legitimacy, What is happening in Cuba is not unique. 
Even so, there is a deeper layer of hypocrisy when it comes 
to US criticism of Cuba. It can’t be denied that 60 years of a 
US imposed economic blockade is the biggest cause of 
shortages, and the economic woes that has helped create 
the tendency of the Cuban state to become an oligarchy, 
interested in maintaining its power at all costs- despite its 
enlightened pretensions. The hardship and discontent, 
scarcity and uncertainty that affect all aspects of Cuban 
society was created in part by a US policy decision, a cold 
war effort intentionally planned to damage Cuba’s economy, 
as punishment for their revolutionary audacity. 

Socialism of any stripe is still the favorite bugaboo of capi-
talist  culture and continues to be demonized, the sanctions 
continue for no good reason, imposed by a nation where 

the Average American now dies in debt.  
In addition to a significant population in abject poverty, and 
the frankly destitute, the Average American is also a poor 
person. Many still have a good enough credit rating to out-
wardly maintain their Average American status with ade-
quate transportation, shelter and food, but have no savings, 
no assets, and no liquidity, and must invest a majority of 
their day to maintaining this precarious status. 
While billionaires are amusing themselves with million dollar 
carnival rides to the edge of space, 80% of Americans live 
paycheck to paycheck, struggle to pay basic bills, and can’t 
afford any surprises or emergencies. Average American 
two-week-a-year paid vacations notwithstanding. 
Ideas about how to best manage an economy become self-
reinforcing “truth.” To dislodge them, to change the tried 
and true model, something big has to jolt policy onto a dif-
ferent track. Something like Covid-19. The result could be a 
tectonic transformation of economic theory and practice. 
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Delta Variant   Where was the Global Policy?

Heat records have been broken all over the Pacific Northwest. With the heat comes a 
rise in “sudden and unexpected” deaths. Hundreds have died in Oregon and Washing-
ton and, according to the British Columbia coroner, at least 300 in her state - almost 
double the average number for that time period. As the Annual fire season begins. 

The people who have benefited least from the causes of climate change - the resi-
dents of less industrialized countries and poor people of all nations - are already suf-
fering most from its results. But there are subtle ways the rising temperatures that go 
with climate change have differential effects, even on people living in the same city. 
Take air conditioning. One of the reasons people in the Pacific Northwest suffered so 
horrendously under the ‘heat dome’ is that few homes in that region are air condi-
tioned. Until recently, people there had been able to weather the minimal number of 
very hot days each year without installing expensive, energy consuming cooling ma-
chinery. Obviously, people with more discretionary income will have an easier time 
investing in air conditioning now that temperatures are rising. What’s less obvious, 
perhaps, is that its widespread use makes a city hotter - a burden that falls dispropor-
tionately on people who can’t afford to install it in the first place.  

Air conditioning works on a simple principle; it shifts heat from air inside an enclosed 
space to the outside world, which, in turn, makes that outside air hotter. A 2014 study 
of this effect in Phoenix, Arizona, showed that air conditioning raised ambient temper-
atures by one to two degrees at night - an important finding, because one of the most 
dangerous aspects of the present heat waves is their lack of night-time cooling. As a 
result, each day’s heat builds on a higher base, while presenting a greater direct-
health threat, since the bodies of those not in air conditioning can’t recover from the 
exhaustion of the day’s heat at night. In effect, air conditioning not only heats the 
atmosphere further but shifts the burden of unhealthy heat from those who can 
afford it to those who can’t. 

Just as the coronavirus has disproportionately ravaged black and brown 
communities, climate-change-driven heat waves, according to a recent Uni-
versity of North Carolina study, mean that “black people living in most 

U.S. cities are subject to double the level of heat stress as their white counterparts.” Be-
cause these communities are found in a city’s worst “heat islands” - the areas con-
taining the most concrete, the most asphalt, and the least vegetation - and which 
therefore attract and retain the most heat. 

Meanwhile: 
Northern California gets most of its drinking water from the snowpack that builds each 
year in the Sierra Nevada mountains. In spring, those snows gradually melt, filling the 
rivers that fill our reservoirs. In May 2021, however, the Sierra snowpack was a devas-
tating six percent of normal. State regulators have already cut distribution to about a 
quarter of California’s irrigated acreage (about two million acres) by a drastic 95%, just 
5% of what they would ordinarily receive from rivers and aqueducts. As a result, some 
farmers are turning to groundwater, a more easily exhausted source, which also re-
plenishes itself far more slowly than rivers and streams. Some are even choosing to 
sell their water to other farmers, rather than use it to grow crops at all, because that 
makes more economic sense for them. As smaller farms are likely to be the first to 
fold, the water crisis will only enhance the dominance of major corporations in food 
production. 13.5% of all our agricultural products, including meat and dairy, as well as 
fruits and vegetables, come from California. Growing food requires prodigious 
amounts of water. In fact, farmland irrigation accounts for roughly 80% of all water 
used by businesses and homes in the state. 

It’s impossible to overstate the urgency of the moment. And yet,  
as a species, we’re acting like the children of indulgent parents who  

provide multiple “last chances” to behave.  
Now, nature has run out of patience  

and we’re running out of chances.  

Excerpts from an article by  
Rebecca Gordon 
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The highly infectious Delta variant of Covid-19 seems to 
be responsible for the current wave of Covid-19 infections 

and is fast becoming the dominant strain in the world. The 
variant is responsible for many covid infections in fully vacci-
nated individuals. This is due to a process known as ‘vaccine 
escape’: a case where a virus has mutated to evade the anti-
bodies derived from vaccination. Although vaccinated people 
can become infected, the vaccine provides protection from 
severe symptoms that could lead to hospitalization or 
death. This observation was initially outlined in a study of Indi-
an healthcare workers. The delta variant seems to cause much 
higher viral loads in vaccinated people. The high viral load and 
limited symptoms could cause the vaccinated yet infected 
person to be even more infectious to others. Healthcare ex-
perts thought that if people were vaccinated this would reduce 
the amount of virus circulating and therefore slow down the 
pandemic, and this is generally true. 

However, the vaccination cannot protect the vulnerable, 
unvaccinated populations when it comes to the Delta variant 
due to the variant’s ability to escape antibodies derived from 
vaccination. The capitalist class doesn’t understand that 


protecting all is protecting self during a pandemic. 
The variants that we see today were preventable. They occur 
because there has been no global policy at the outset of the 
outbreak. Without a global policy, with some countries hoard-
ing vaccine and caring only for their own, while in others the 
virus spreads unchecked, with leadership that neither has 
vaccines nor imposes mask-wearing, shelter-in place-mea-
sures, or bans on large gatherings, we see the rise of the vari-
ants of the virus such as Delta. 

Instead of wealthier countries figuring out how to vaccinate as 
many people as possible, protecting the lives of all, which 
would’ve ended the pandemic, decisions were based on pro-
tecting investments, getting businesses opened as soon as 
possible and making profit off the pandemic. In this capitalist- 
driven system, intellectual property rights of the pharmaceuti-
cal companies superseded the need to produce vaccines as 
quickly and in as great a quantity as possible and therefore 
variants have emerged, and will likely continue to do so.

The current vaccines provide some protection from the current 
Delta variants, but eventually a variant will arise which will no 
longer be captured by the antibodies derived from the original 

vaccine. We will then need to re-vaccinate with a different 
vaccine altogether. To the vaccine developer, this situation 
creates a never-ending market for covid vaccine while ignoring 
the disease and death needed to create this profitable oppor-
tunity.

In a reasonable world, a socialist one where life rather than 
profit is a concern, we would have a World Health Organization 
that makes plans to work globally to protect everyone’s health 
in the face of pandemics. 

We would have quarantined, used shelter-in-place 
and allowed the virus to run out of hosts globally. 
We would know how to utilize medical resources 
while reducing risks to both workers and patients. 
We wouldn’t have let this virus run amok and mutate 
into more infectious variants. The pandemic would 
have ended in 2020, and yet here we are in 2021, 
wondering what is coming next.


Lisa Argento Martell 
speakoutsocialists.org

The force that through the green fuse drives the flower  
Drives my green age    -Dylan Thomas
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