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THE VENEZUELAN REVOLVING DOOR
One of the big issues of Venezuelan immigration is that the 
numbers tend to be all over the place. So, for example, the 
United Nations has an index of migration where they 
estimate how many migrants are living abroad from all the 
different countries. And as of last year, it was approximately 
six hundred and fifty thousand Venezuelans living outside of 
their home country. There’s reason to believe that that has 
doubled since that survey was taken. So, it could very well 
be that- and this is corroborated by the numbers of people 
entering into the different countries, that obviously Colombia, 
Brazil, Ecuador, Peru, et cetera, keep track of how many 
people are entering from Venezuela into their country, but if 
you look at those numbers, you also have to look at how 
many Venezuelans are returning. 

Latin America in general has been a place of accepting 
migrants even from Europe, of course, before and shortly 
after the Second World War. But Venezuela for a much longer 
period after the Second World War, still all the way up until 
the 1970s, 80s and even into the 2000s during the Chavez 
period, accepted far more migrants than left the country. So, 
that’s something very important to keep in mind. So, this is 
kind of a historical first for Venezuela to have so many people 
leaving now.

Venezuela has accepted somewhere between two and even 
some people say four million Colombians because they were 
displaced due to the civil war that we mentioned earlier. And 
so, Venezuela has always been very generous in that sense. 
And Chavez at one point even decided to practically 
nationalize all the Colombians who were living “illegally” in 
Venezuela.

So Venezuela has a tremendous number of Colombians living 
in their country, and many of them are basically returning to 
Colombia. The Colombian government itself issued a report 
where they did a survey and they calculated that something 
like two thirds of the people who had been arriving and 

staying in Colombia were actually originally from Colombia. 
And then, only five percent were talking about staying in 
Colombia for an extended period. There’s definitely an 
intention of Venezuelans wanting to return when the 
economic conditions improve. And so, that’s why everything 
depends on what the economic conditions in Venezuela look 
like.

Obviously, the people who are leaving Afghanistan or Syria or 
Iraq are leaving because of war and economic conditions, 
whereas in Venezuela it’s clearly an economic crisis that has 
caused this. It’s the lack of economic opportunity because of 
the hyperinflation which has really brought the economy to a 
grinding halt. Because under conditions of hyperinflation, it’s 
very difficult to run a business, actually it’s practically 
impossible to really run a business and to do business as 
usual. So, I would say the main factor has really been the 
hyperinflation, which is why since the hyperinflation began 
roughly a year ago, maybe a little bit less than a year ago, the 
migration has really kicked into high gear since that started.

We need to go further back and look at the economic crisis? 
One main factor is certainly mistakes of the Maduro 
government which should have adjusted the exchange rate 
inherited from Chavez and it didn’t do that. It has this fixed 

exchange rate which is causing all kinds of economic 
distortions and has caused a general loss of confidence in 
the currency which led to the hyperinflation.

The other major factor, I think, that has led to hyperinflation 
are the economic sanctions that the United States has 
placed on Venezuela, which has made it very difficult for the 
government to finance the things it needs to fund. Because 
oil revenues have gotten very difficult to use and manipulate 
in the country because of the financial sanctions that the 
United States has placed, which are very harsh. And that has 
created a situation where the government either doesn’t pay 
salaries or prints money to pay salaries. And so, faced in that 
choice, they’ve tended to print the money. And therefore, that 
has

Another major factor that not enough attention has been paid 
to is the kind of xenophobia that is floating around in the rest 
of Latin America towards Venezuelans. Brazil is a special 
situation because the border region between Venezuela and 
Brazil is a relatively remote part of Brazil. And so, there’s not 
much infrastructure, there’s not much capacity to really deal 
with this inflow of migration. And so, the local government 
and the local population has been put under a tremendous 
amount of pressure as long as those people aren’t relocated 
to someplace inside of Brazil. And so, there’s been also 
tension, not only with the Venezuelans between that  local 
population, but also towards the central government in Brazil 
which has been ineffective in its support.

The situation is difficult now that the tables are reversed, with 
Venezuela facing a far more difficult time in the other 
countries than when they were accepting foreigners to 
Venezuela. My guess, though, is given that most of the 
governments in the region are right wing at this point, they’re 
going to do everything that they can to increase or make life 
difficult for Venezuela.

Greg Wilpert Venezuelanalysis.com 
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On the Ground in Venezuela
Photojournalist Alan Gignoux and Venezuelan journalist-filmmaker Carolina Graterol, 
report on their experiences on the ground- during a month documentary shoot:
The first thing we noticed was the lack of poverty.  Poverty is not as bad 
as what we’ve seen in Brazil or Colombia, where there are lots of street 
children. Venezuela doesn’t seem to have a homeless problem. We saw 
three people sleeping rough just this morning here in London, but in 

Venezuela, we couldn’t find any, in big cities or towns. We wanted to interview them, but we 
couldn’t find them. It is because of multi disciplinary programs run by the government, with 
social services working to get children off the streets, or returned to their families. The 
program has been going on for a long time but we hadn’t realized how effective it was.

People told us before going we should be worried about crime, but we worked with a lady 
from El Salvador, and she said Venezuela was easy compared to her country, where there are 
security guards with machine guns outside coffee shops. They also say a lot of Venezuelan 
criminals left as there’s not that much to rob, with better pickings in Argentina, Chile or 
wherever.

Food is expensive, but people are buying things, even at ten times their salary. Due to 
inflation, you have to make multiple card payments as the machine wouldn’t take such a high 
transaction all at once. The government has created a system, Local Committees for 
Production and Supply  that feeds people, 6 million families, every month via a box of food, 
containing 19 items. The idea of the government was to bypass private distribution networks, 
hoarding and scarcity. Unless you have a huge salary, or money from outside, you have to use 
other ways to feed yourself. People’s larders were full, as they started building up supplies for 
emergencies. People have lost weight, we reckon many adults 10 to 15 kilos. Last time we 
were in Venezuela, there were a lot of obese people, like in the US, due to excessive eating, 
but this time people were a good size, and nobody is dying from hunger or malnutrition.

A vegetarian diet seems to be on the socialist menu. People apologized as they couldn’t offer 
us meat, instead vegetables, lentils, and black beans. So everyone has been forced to have a 
vegetarian diet, and maybe the main complaint was that people couldn’t eat meat like they 
used to do. The situation is not that serious. Before Hugo Chavez came to power, Venezuela 
had 40% critical poverty out of 80% poverty, but that rate went down to 27%, and before the 
crisis was just 6 or 7% critical poverty. Everyone is receiving help from the government.

The real attack on the economy is on food. When you have hyperinflation everything goes up 
in price, but food has become the main source of spending because this is the variable going 
up in price at exorbitant levels. Bills like water, electricity, public transport haven’t gone up 
that much and represent a small percentage of any family spending. This is why the 
distortions in the economy are not intrinsic, but caused by external factors, otherwise 
everything should have gone up, no matter what it is. What surprised us was how many 
people are growing their own vegetables. It is a bit like in Russia, where everyone has a 

dacha. Venezuela is tropical, so it is easy to grow produce. Mango trees are everywhere, so 
you can pick a mango whenever you want.

People are still smiling and making jokes about the situation, which we find incredible. During 
blackouts, people told stories, played music, or went out and talked on the streets. It was 
a paradise, no TVs, smartphones, but real human contact. People cook together. During the 
day they’re playing board games, dominoes, and kids are having fun. People with kids are 
possibly more stressed, especially if you live in a tower block, as if you’ve no electricity, 
you’ve no water. That is why the US hit the electricity grid as it means no water in Caracas – a 
city of 10 million people. Luckily there are wells with clean water around the city, so people 
queue up to get it.

Certainly there are queues for oil, but people are not dying of starvation and, as we said, 
poverty is no where near what it is like in Brazil. We wouldn’t say a harsh dictatorship, people 
were open, and criticized the government, and the US, but also Chavez and Maduro. The 
Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela (PSUV) have admitted they had made bad economic 
decisions. We thought it would be more repressive, and it wasn’t. People were not fearful 
about speaking out. We think Venezuelans blame the Americans for the situation more than 
Maduro.

Juan Guaidó may be the most hated guy in Venezuela. He has to stay in luxury hotel in La 
Mercedes, an expensive neighborhood of Caracas. They have electricity there, as they were 
prepared, so bought generators. That is why Guaidó went there, and has a whole floor of a 
luxury hotel for him and his family. While people are suffering,  Guaidó is trying on suits for his 
upcoming trip to Europe. It is a parallel world.

Venezuelans are making so many jokes with his name, as there’s a word similar to stupid in 
Spanish - Güevón. And look at the demonstration in La Mercedes the other day (12 March), 
the crowds didn’t manifest. It is becoming a joke in the country. The more the Europeans and 
the US make him a president, the more bizarre the situation becomes, as Guaidó is not 
president of Venezuela!  Interestingly, Chavez predicted what is happening today, he wrote 
about it, so people are going back to his works and reading him again.

There’s plenty of material on the history of American imperialism in South America to make 
such predictions, also, more recently, the Canadians and their mining companies, in 
Paraguay, Honduras, and now backing Guaidó.  Look at Chile in 1973, what happened in  
Nicaragua, in El Salvador, in Guatemala. It is a well rehearsed 
strategy to destroy an economy using external forces to drive up 
prices of supplies and products. When you have such a cycle, it 
explodes.
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“The question is not whether we 
will be extremist, but what kind of 
extremist we will be- will we we be 
extremist for hate, or for love”

-MLK
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