
 Landslide for Strongman Modi in India  
India's polarizing prime minister, Narendra Modi, made 
the Indian election all about himself. He should have 
faced some anti-incumbency. Joblessness has risen to 
a record high, farm incomes have plummeted and 
industrial production has slumped. Many Indians were 
hit hard by the currency ban (also known as 
demonetization), which was designed to flush out 
undeclared wealth, and there were complaints about 
what critics said was a poorly-designed and 
complicated uniform sales tax. The results prove that 
people are not yet blaming Modi for this.
On the stump, the prime minister repeatedly told people 
that he needed more than five years to undo more than 
“60 years of mismanagement.” Voters agreed to give 
him more time. Many Indians seem to believe that Modi 
is a kind of messiah who will solve all their problems. In 
a sense, Modi's second successive landslide win 
echoes Ronald Reagan's abiding popularity as U.S. 
president in the 1980s, when he somehow escaped 
blame for his country's economic woes. Reagan 
was called the Great Communicator and for being a 
“teflon” president whose mistakes never stuck to 
him. Modi enjoys a similar reputation.
A combination of nationalist rhetoric, subtle religious 
polarization and a slew of welfare programs helped 

Modi to coast to a second successive win. Modi also 
mined national security and foreign policy as 
vote-getters in a manner never seen in a general 
election in recent history. After a suicide attack - 
claimed by Pakistan-based militants - which killed more 
than 40 Indian paramilitaries in disputed Kashmir and 
the retaliatory air strike against Pakistan in the run-up to 
the election, Modi successfully convinced the 
masses that the country would be secure if he 
remained in power.
Under Modi and his powerful aide Amit Shah, the BJP 
has developed into a ruthless party machine. Twenty 
years ago when it was in power under Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, the BJP seemed content being the first 
among equals - the largest party in a group of parties 
which tried to run a stable government. Under Modi, the 
BJP commands an overwhelming majority in parliament 
as the first party, and there are no equals. He and Amit 
Shah have adopted an aggressive take-no-prisoners 
style of politics. The party is not a seasonal machine 
that comes alive during elections. It appears to be in 
permanent political campaign mode.
In a 2017 report, respondents who supported 
democracy in India had dropped from 70% to 63% 
between 2005 and 2017. A Pew report in 2017 found 
that 55% of respondents backed a “governing system 
in which a strong leader can make decisions without 

interference from parliament or the courts.” But the 
yearning for a strongman is not unique to India. Look at 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Turkey's president, 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Hungary's Viktor Orban, Brazil's 
Jair Bolsonaro or Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines. 
And don’t forget Donald Trump.
Some analysts believe that under Modi, India could be 
inclining towards a more “ethnic democracy,” which 
requires the “mobilization of the majority in order to 
preserve the ethnic nation.” Israel offers a model here, 
merging rigid ethnic identity within a Western 
parliamentary system. Will this become the default 
mode of Indian politics and society? It will not be easy - 
India thrives on diversity. Hinduism is a diverse faith. 
Social and linguistic differences hold India together. 
Democracy is an additional glue. The BJP's strand of 
strident Hindu nationalism, conflating Hinduism and 
patriotism, may not appeal to all Indians.
Also India's shift to the right is not unique to India - it's 
happening with the new right in the Republican Party in 
the US, and the central ground of French and German 
politics has shifted rightwards. India's rightward shift is 
clearly part of a wider trend where the nature of 
nationalism is being redefined and cultural identity is 
being given renewed emphasis.
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Congressional freshman from Minnesota, Ilhan Omar, is taking on 
the U.S. political establishment one issue at a time. 
Issue One: Ilhan completely opposes the idea of U.S. 
intervention in Venezuela and rejects the self-declared 
interim president, Juan Guaidó, who illegally declared 
himself the country's leader in violation of its own 
constitution. She also pointed out that the “humanitarian 
aid” sent by the U.S. is an invasion in disguise. And she 
stands against economic sanctions on Venezuela.
Issue Two: She indicated that the members of the U.S. 
Congress who support Israel do so because of money they 
receive from the pro-Israel lobbying groups, such as AIPAC. 
In 2018, AIPAC spent more than $3.5 million in lobbying for 
pro-Israel measures in the USA.
Issue Three: She and her colleague, Rashida Tlaib, 
supported the pro-Palestinian Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. More recently, in an op-ed in The 
Washington Post, Omar wrote that the Jewish people 
founded Israel 70 years ago as there was an “urgency of 
establishing a nation in the wake of the horror of the 
Holocaust and the centuries of antisemitic oppression 
leading up to it….We must acknowledge that this is also the 
historical homeland of Palestinians.”
Issue Four: She holds the NRA accountable for all the gun 
violence. After the recent mass shooting carried out by a 
disgruntled city engineer (who was coworker to most of the 
victims) who killed 12 people at the Virginia Beach Municipal 
Center in Virginia Beach, Virginia, on Friday, May 31, she 
tweeted, “...We need to immediately confront the power of 
the NRA and end the epidemic of gun violence in this 
country.” Back in 2018, after the Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in 
Parkland, Florida, the congresswoman said the NRA is the “true enemy” and the only 
way to ensure the safety of Americans is “sensible gun laws.”
Issue Five: In May, she asked women to stand up and speak up for their rights to 
abortion amid a surge in right-wing anti-abortion bills across the country's states. She 
slammed the recent state laws by saying that this is a way to “criminalize women for 
simply existing” and rejecting attempts to be controlled by society.

Issue Six: In May, she publicly condemned the Sultan of Brunei for introducing the 
death penalty for those in the LGBTQI community. She also introduced legislation that 
would prevent Brunei officials from conducting business with the U.S. Omar was a 

co-sponsor of a Minnesota bill to ban gay conversion 
therapy. She called the conversion therapy “torture” and 
asserted it should not be a legal practice anywhere.
Issue Seven: She wants the U.S. to legalize marijuana at 
the federal level. Cannabis has been legalized in more than 
half the country mainly for medical use but it is still 
outlawed by the federal government. She not only seeks 
the legalization of weed but also endorses the clearing of 
criminal records for those imprisoned on charges related to 
marijuana possession and minor offenses. 
Issue Eight: During a congressional hearing she 
confronted regime changer and convicted war criminal 
Elliot Abrams, asking why people trust him in Venezuela 
after his involvement in the Iran-Contra scandal of the 
1980s and the internal conflict in Central America during 
the Reagan administration. “Yes or no,” Omar continued. 
“Would you support an armed faction within Venezuela 
that engages in war crimes, crimes against humanity, or 
genocide, if you believe they were serving U.S. interests, 
as you did in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua?”
Issue Nine: As a Somalian refugee, Omar opposes the 
immigration policies that Obama implemented and now 
Trump has kept on. It was under the Obama administration 
that the separating of families and “caging of children” 
began. Omar said that Obama’s policies were presented in 
a more polished way than Trump’s, but, she said, “We 
don’t want anybody to get away with murder because their 
policies are polished.”

Issue Ten: Ilhan encourages more egalitarian economic policies such as raising the 
minimum wage, ending the gender pay gap, improving access to benefits, 
implementing a single-payer healthcare system, guaranteeing access to public 
education (from preschool through college), the betterment of living conditions of 
workers, the creation of a federal jobs guarantee program, holding wall street 
accountable, and establishing a fair progressive tax system. Appropriately, on Tax 
Day(April 15), she tweeted, “The wealthiest of our country have accumulated their 
wealth through a system that keeps people in poverty, and we have to stand up to it.”
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