
There are two ways to interpret the 
testimony of Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions as he faced yet another round 
of questioning over his role in the 
Russian interference scandal. 
The first is that he is a 
skillful liar, flagrantly 
flirting with perjury as 
he denies or pretends 
to forget his 
well-documented connections 
to Russian officials and his 
relationships with Kremlin-tied Trump 
lackeys like George Papadopolous and 
Carter Page. 
The second is that Sessions is suffering from 
severe memory loss, has a poor understanding of 
US law and is incapable of meeting basic 
requirements of his job, like properly filling out 
security clearance forms.
But both of these interpretations lead me to the 
same conclusion: It is dangerous for Jeff Sessions 
to be the Attorney General of the United States.
There is arguably no one in the Trump 
administration who has been as loyal and 
consistent a player as Sessions. He was the first 
Senator to endorse Trump, appearing at a rally 
with him in August 2015 when Trump was still a 
long-shot candidate. He has remained a steady 
presence ever since: Running the national security 
board of Trump’s campaign starting in March 2016 
before becoming Attorney General in February 
2017. In an administration replete with 
resignations and dramatic dismissals, Sessions 
has remained stable and bore witness to it all, 
making him perhaps one of the most 
well-informed people in Trump’s circle.
But despite his unparalleled access- or, more 
likely, because of it- Sessions claims to have 
tremendous difficulty recalling the last two years, 
at least when it comes to discussing matters of 
national security while under oath. When forced to 
confront new developments in the Russian case 
head on, Sessions simply changed his story, 
seemingly unfazed that this made his prior 
testimonies look deceitful.
“I always told the truth,” he told the House 
Judiciary Committee in a possible act of 
meta-perjury, seemingly lying about his seeming 
lies. For some House officials, Sessions’s lack of 
concern about the incongruity of his statements 
proved exasperating. “When you answer the 
way you have, it suggests that the rule of law 
is crumbling at our feet,” said Representative 
Ted Deutch.
Eroding the rule of law may well be the point. At 
the heart of the hearings are three disturbing 
questions: first, was Sessions involved in or aware 
of the Trump campaign’s possible collusion with 

Russia; second, did he obstruct 
the federal investigation by 

hiding what he knew; and 
third, is he planning to use 

his position to go after 
Trump’s enemies, as the plan to 

open a second special counsel 
into debunked Hillary Clinton 
conspiracy theories seems 

to indicate?
These are the sorts of 

questions one generally 
asks in an autocracy, 

not a democracy. And unfortunately, autocratic 
tendencies are what we should expect from 
Sessions, who has long acted more as Trump’s 
personal attorney than as a protector of the 
Constitution and a public servant to the American 
people. The administration of “alternative facts” 
has sought from the start to dilute the value of 
truth — both to soothe Trump’s ego, but also 
because the value of truth is closely linked to the 
integrity of law.
An experienced politician and prosecutor, 
Sessions is no fool, but it is in his best 
interest — and Trump’s — to play one. 
Doing so is not only a protective legal 
strategy, but part of a purposeful 
dissolution of legal norms. When truth 
erodes, and the law crumbles, an 
independent judiciary loses its rigor. In this 
formulation, Trump does not serve the law; 
Trump is the law, and Sessions is Trump’s 
willing servant.
The degradation of the law is not limited to abuses  
by Trump and his inner circle, however. One can 
see it in the new wave of appointments of young 
conservatives being selected for lifetime positions, 
including one 36-year-old blogger, Brett Talley, 
who has never even tried a case. Talley was the 
fourth judicial nominee to be given the extremely 
rare “not qualified” designation by the American 
Bar Association; by comparison, no Obama 
appointee received it. Of the four lifetime federal 
judges to be unanimously voted unqualified since 
1989, two were Trump’s picks.
Trump’s priority in filling an appointment is speed: 
a stacked judiciary means a decreased likelihood 
that his policies will be effectively challenged. 
Having no qualms about abusing executive power, 
and lacking effective opposition in the legislature, 
the judiciary remains the greatest check on Trump, 
and so it is not surprising that he would try to 
radically reshape it.
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Fleet Week Blue Angels
It is a perfect October day: warm, 
blue-green-and-golden light poured 
over every scene like a potter’s glaze.

The long, green strip of the Panhandle is 
dotted with people at leisure: couples in 
each others’ arms, men and women pushing 
babies in strollers, drummers, cyclists, 
athletes, bench sitters. The constant 
roar of traffic is a dull and distant 
backdrop.

In the midst of this comes a shattering 
sky-filling scream, a sound that 
momentarily seems to take all of the 
surrounding air for itself, leaving you 
gasping. Then the jets are visible, 
flying like shaftless arrowheads 
through the air, or as if the sky were 
flesh on a body inside which we lived, and 
we could watch as some unexpected knife 
pierced through and ripped it open.

Through the gash left behind by the Blue 
Angels’ passing, other things come into 
view: a filthy man in rags, muttering 
angry curses, a child bombarding a 
squirrel with rocks, a wall-eyed girl 
beating futilely on the arms of a man 
pinning her down.

The screaming machines that a moment 
before seemed an absurd intrusion in the 
idyll have forced their logic on us. Once 
you accept that logic, you are in its 
sphere and you will close your eyes to 
anything.

What the Blue Angels’ roar eliminates, 
what their presence really protects us 
from, is the impermissible idea that our 
life in this world might have been 
wholly otherwise.
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 Jeff Sessions' Testimony Proves 
 how little the truth matters under Trump.
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‘Our Prime purpose 
in this life
is to help others. 
And if you can't help them, 
at least don't hurt them.’

Debra Carey
~Advocate for Social Change

Povertysnotacrime@yahoo.com

707-223-3607

Create you own MUIR REPORT with
   The Muirwalker Himself!             
on a tour of  the wilds

of  Northwildwest California

0 5:3
5 3364 93

3
,* 

*No Plants 
or Animals will 
be Harmed 
during the tour

Eugene ‘ED’ Denson
Attorney at Law

Marijuana Defense, 
counseling and licensing.

• Medical
• Commercial
• Recreational
• Spiritual
• Personal

PO Box 158,
Alderpoint, Ca 95511 
Phone: 707-923-4764 
email: edenson@asis.com                  CSB  202415


