
The United States has, in various forms, 
supported a vast array of despotic regimes, 
including Greece during the brutal “regime of the 
colonels” (1967-74); Indonesia under Suharto 
(who presided over the slaughter of half a million 
people in 1965-1966); and Iraq under Saddam 
Hussein during the 1980s, when his government 
was gassing Kurds and razing their villages.  And 
of course in South Korea there was the 
U.S.-backed government of President Syngman 
Rhee (1948-1960), whose security forces killed 
more than 100,000 people, 30,000 to 60,000 in the 
infamous 1948 Cheju massacre alone, as part of 
an effort to decimate any left-wing opposition in 
the country.
The Korean peninsula, all 85,270 square 
miles of it, is about the size of Idaho. 
It contains more soldiers (2.8 million, not 
counting reserves) and armaments 
(nearly 6,000 tanks, 31,000 artillery pieces, 
and 1,134 combat aircraft) 
than any other place on the planet. 

The armies of North and South Korea face each 
other across the Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ, 
and Seoul, South Korea’s capital, is a mere 35 
miles away as the artillery shell flies. More than 
25 million people inhabit that city’s greater 
metropolitan area, home to about half of South 
Korea’s population. Unsurprisingly, untold 
numbers of North Korean missiles and artillery 
pieces are trained on that city. Once the guns 
started firing, thousands of its denizens would 
undoubtedly die within hours. Of course, North 
Koreans, too, would be caught in an almost 
instant maelstrom of death.
And the war wouldn’t be a bilateral affair.  South 
Korea hosts 28,500 American troops. In addition, 
there are some 200,000 American civilians in the 
country, most of them in Seoul.  Many in both 
categories could be killed by North Korean attacks  
and the United States would, in turn, hit multiple 
targets in that country.  Pyongyang might retaliate 
by firing missiles at Japan, where 39,000 
American troops are stationed, concentrating on 
the network of American bases and command 
centers there, especially the U.S. Services 
Headquarters at Yokota Air Base near Tokyo.
So far the coercive tactics Trump has used to 
compel North Korea to dismantle its nuclear 
weapons program and cease testing ballistic 
missiles have included sanctions and asset 
freezes, military threats, and shows of force -- 
both serious, as in the recent Key Resolve and 
Operation Max Thunder joint military exercises 
with South Korea, and farcical, as with a 
supposedly northward-bound naval “armada” that 
actually sailed in the opposite direction.
North Korea hasn’t been cowed into compliance 
by Washington’s warnings and military muscle 
flexing.  In 2003, after multilateral diplomatic 
efforts to denuclearize North Korea ran aground, 
Pyongyang ditched the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and two years later declared that it        

possessed nuclear weapons.  In October 2006, it 
detonated its first nuclear device, a one-kiloton 
bomb.  Four other tests in May 2009, February 
2013, January 2016, and September 2016, 
ranging in explosive yield from four to 10 kilotons, 
followed.  Three of them occurred after the current 
North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, came to power 
in April 2012. A similar pattern holds for ballistic 
missiles, which North Korea has been testing 
since 1993.  The numbers have risen steadily 
under Kim Jong-un, from four tests in 2012 to 25 
in 2016.
Clearly, the North’s leaders reject the proposition 
that American approval is required for them to 
build nuclear bombs and ballistic missiles.  Like 
his father, Kim Jong-il, and his grandfather, Kim 
Il-sung, the founder of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (or DPRK, North Korea’s official 
name), Kim Jong-un is an ardent nationalist who 
regularly responds to threats by upping the ante.  
Trump’s national security adviser, General H.R. 
McMaster, characterized Kim as “unpredictable.”  
In reality, the Korean leader, like his father and 
grandfather before him, has been remarkably 
consistent: he has steadfastly refused to stop 
testing either nuclear weapons or their possible 
delivery systems, let alone “denuclearize” the 
Korean peninsula. Indeed, from Pyongyang’s 
perspective Trump may be the unpredictable one.      

  Rajan Menon 
Tomdispatch.com
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We all share the same basic values.”
                            -Kofi Annan 

Where is the Love?

“

The concept of white privilege must seem far-fetched to working-class whites 
who come from generations of cyclical poverty. They constantly are told that 
African-Americans are the primary recipients of welfare and social benefits, 
and that policies like affirmative action are greatly detrimental to all whites. 
“You are kept apart that you may be separately fleeced of your earnings,” the 
famous populist leader Tom Watson once told a gathering of white and black 
laborers. “You are made to hate each other because upon that hatred is rested 
the keystone of the arch of financial despotism which enslaves you both.” With 
a few short breaths, Watson had laid bare the most important reason why 
white supremacy has always thrived in this country, especially during times of 
severe economic inequality.
Many vestiges of the past — including a long history of upper-class whites 
using racism to their advantage — have re-emerged in Trump’s America. As 
our nation impetuously tumbles toward a very uncertain future, we must take 
heed that the racist rhetoric and divisive political issues have only just begun. 
The millionaires and billionaires of this country literally have a fortune to 

protect, and white supremacy has always helped assure their place at the 
apex of society. As Watson rightfully crowed to his interracial crowd, “You are 
deceived and blinded that you may not see how this race antagonism 
perpetuates a monetary system which beggars both.”
 By controlling key aspects of the economy, especially education, politics and 
the media, the white elite often very easily manipulate less affluent whites.  
Primarily, by governing and managing the education system in this 
country, the upper classes remain in control of the equality of opportunity. 
While much of America is plagued by an underfunded, failing public school 
system that gets exponentially worse the deeper the area’s poverty, the 
affluent live in areas with higher property taxes, and thus, better local school 
systems. Despite this disparity, the rich also are always able to send their 
children to private (and increasingly, “charter”) schools, escaping the bleak 
educational realities that most Americans are left to suffer.
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