
The report, which was released by criminal justice 
advocacy group Worth Rises, is based on a database 
run by the organization that lists a total 3,900 
companies in 12 sectors that make money off of the 
prison industrial complex. 
The scope of the income taken in by these companies, 
the report says, is in the tens of billions. 
Today, more than half of the $80 billion spent annually 
on incarceration by government agencies is used to pay 
the thousands of vendors that serve the criminal legal 
system. They are healthcare providers, food suppliers, 
and commissary merchants, among others. And many 
have devised strategies to extract billions more from the 
directly impacted communities supporting their 
incarcerated loved ones. 
The database was first published last year, with 3,100 
companies. Tuesday's update adds another 800 
corporations to the list. 

Bianca Tylek, the executive director for Worth Rises, 
said in a statement that the report will make it harder for 
prison profiteers to operate without scrutiny. 
"Before this report, many of the companies involved 
in the prison industrial complex flew below the 

radar, often intentionally to avoid the headline risk 
that comes with profiting off mass incarceration 
today," said Tylek. "This data brings these 
companies to light and equips advocates with the 
information needed to challenge them."
The report presents the data mostly in raw form as a 
research service. The download link is in the report. 
Adding more corporations to the list is part of a push to 
expose the predatory practices of the for-profit prison 
industry, Tylek said. 
"This year's edition expands on our original report with 
the addition of more than 800 companies," said Tylek. 
"In publishing this report, we continue to expose the 
multi-billion-dollar industry built off the vulnerable 
communities—disproportionately black, brown, and 
cash poor—targeted by the criminal legal system."

Find the report here:
worthrises.org
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Guaido’s Mercenaries 
Party Down on 
Humanitarian Aid Funds 
In February, it seemed that the government of 
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was on the brink 
of collapse. The word was out that any Venezuela 
soldier who abandoned Maduro would be a hero and 
would be treated like one. Surprise, heroes don’t 
starve. The promises included accommodation in 
hotels, financial support for military dissenters and their 
families, medicines, access to hospitals, food, 
whatever they needed. And of course, the continual 
invitation to generate a military breakdown would have 
to include assurances that dissenters in their 
Columbian HQ in Cucuta, Columbia would be 
comfortable, they would have privileges, and would be 
honored for abandoning Maduro.
Seeing an opportunity for financial protection, 
soldiers who had emigrated to Peru or Ecuador, 
former members of the armed forces, as well as 
civilians with false documents presented 
themselves in Cucuta echoing deceitful support for 
the new government of the Venezuelan opposition.
This mercenary army ended up staying in seven hotels.  
The official figure reported by Juan Guaido’s 
government, by April, was 1,285 officials. Guaido’s 
mercenaries created an awful impression in Cucuta: 
prostitutes, alcohol, and violence. They had many 
demands that the hotels could not fulfill. Of course, 
nothing was free. The government of Colombia was 
paying for some hotels, and UNHCR, the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, was paying 
for others. The hotels included Hampton Inn and Villa 
Antigua in Villa del Rosario. Venezuela, as represented 
by Guaido, had to pay only for two hotels: Acora and 
Vasconia.
However, at the beginning of May, the reality of the 
soldiers on the Cucuta dole began to get tense. The 
government of Juan Guaido stopped responding to 
them. The hotel Acora had not received its payment 
from the Venezuelan administration. By 6th May, the 
pending hotel payment was 60 million Colombian 
pesos (about $20,000). Finally, unable to sustain the 
state of affairs, the Hotel Acora decided to evict the 65 
soldiers and their families.

Colombian publications reported that Guaido’s 
ambassador in Colombia, Humberto Calderon Berti, 
had sent a check for 27 million pesos ($9000) that 
bounced.  The natural question that arises at this point 
is what happened with the funds allocated to pay for 
the hotels where the military was staying?
To answer this question, and understand what 
happened, we have to go back to 23rd February.  The 
grand failure of “humanitarian aid” created a web of 
corruption. The parties responsible for the plot to bust 
open Venezuela’s border, Jose Manuel Olivares and 
Gaby Arellano, were recently self-exiled party 
politicians who conducted all the operative part related 
to the efforts to bring “humanitarian aid” to Cucuta, 
negotiating the possibility of a military breakdown on 
the border that would triumphantly enable the entry of 
Guaido’s mercenaries into Venezuela. After that major 
failure, both were removed.
Rossana Barrera and Kevin Rojas, both activists of the 
extreme right wing Popular Will party, were brought in 
to “supervise” the stay of the would-be mercenary 
army in Cucuta. This made them responsible for the 
command, logistics, and security aspects of the 
military in Cucuta.  Rossana Barrera is the sister-in-law 
of Sergio Vergara of the Popular Will party, the 
right-hand man of Juan Guaido.  Barrera, along with 
Kevin Rojas, took over the entire operation of what was 
happening in Cucuta and was in charge of managing 
the funds to pay for the military’s stay.
The warnings were set off when, according to a 
Colombian intelligence official, Barrera and Rojas 
began to lead “the good life.”   Invoices show excesses 
and, several, bizarre, different checkbooks. Expenses 
of more than 3,000,000 pesos ($1000) per night in 
Colombian hotels and discotheques in drinks and 
meals. Clothing expenses in costly stores in Bogota 
and Cucuta. Car rental reports and hotel payments at 
extra cost.  Cash has been flowing — lots of money.
Rossana Barrera began to develop a network to 
misappropriate funds related to the “humanitarian aid” 
 and the maintenance of the vacation mercenaries in 
Cucuta. According to three different sources, Barrera 
reported to Caracas the payment of the seven hotels 
in which the soldiers and their families were staying. 
Caracas disbursed the fund. However, Venezuela only 
paid for two hotels.

The government of Colombia was aware of another 
incident related to the numbers in the proto-contra 
army in Cucuta. The official figures that the government 
of Juan Guido provided to Ivan Duque indicated that 
there were more than 1450 military personnel. 
However, a parallel investigation by Colombia 
intelligence concluded that Barrera and Rojas had 
inflated the number of deserters. In reality, there were 
about 700.  By then, Barrera’s behavior was untenable 
and impossible to avoid.
The matter was an open secret. Leopoldo Lopez, chief 
of the Popular Will Party, and Guaido, The Man himself,  
were informed about everything courtesy of Columbian 
intelligence. Everyone in the Colombian government, 
the foreign ministry, intelligence, and presidency, knew 
about it. Soon enough it became a scandal that was 
unsustainable.
The Venezuelan Coup Plotters felt finally obliged to act. 
Rossana Barrera and Kevin Rojas were removed from 
office.  Nonetheless, the Coup Plotters displayed an 
uncompromising defense of the two and refused to 
publically respond. There were attempts to divert 
responsibility to the embassy of Calderon Berti.  Finally 
Barrera attended a meeting with the members of the 
embassy on 27th May to audit the expenses in Cucuta. 
 The folder she delivered was small — very few pages 
for all the scandalous information handled by 
Colombian intelligence. Eventually, Barrera was able to 
provide a rather crude defense of the $100,000 that 
she had spent during her stay in Cucuta. Several of her 
explanations did not correspond with reality.  
Besides being responsible for matters related to the 
unemployed mercenaries, Rosanna Barrera and Kevin 
Rojas were also responsible for handling tons of 
humanitarian aid that several countries had donated 
and is stored in Cucuta. Three sources, who requested 
anonymity because of the delicate nature of this topic, 
confirmed that at least 60% of all the medicines that 
the allies of Guaido’s government had donated were 
damaged. The food was rotten. Said one insider, 
nobody knows the best way to dispose of the piles of 
stuff in such a way that there won’t be a scandal. 
Burning it was the most likely solution. The sour smell 
of failure.

Thanks to Orlando Avendaño, 
Editor-in-Chief at The PanAm Post, 

panampost.com

NEW REPORT NAMES NEARLY 4,000 COMPANIES 
PROFITING OFF OF PRIVATE PRISON INDUSTRY


