
Guardian of the Amazon Murdered 
Brazilian environmental and rights organizations 
announced Wednesday that Indigenous leader 
Jorginho Guajajara was murdered in the State of 
Maranhao in the Brazilian Amazon. They suspect 
Jorginho was killed by illegal loggers who operate in the 
territory of the Guajajara people, renown for their work 
as Guardians of the Amazon.

The leader’s body was found last Sunday next to a 
stream that surrounded the Indigenous Reserve 
Arariboia. His body bore marks of violence to his neck 
and chest. Survival International, an NGO that 
advocates for the rights of Indigenous peoples around 
the globe, announced the news via Twitter and 
published a piece detailing the Guajajara’s struggle with 
“an aggressive, powerful and armed logging mafia with 
close ties to local and national politicians.”

Sonia Guajajara, Indigenous leader and 
vice-presidential candidate for the Socialism and Liberty 
Party confirmed Jorginho’s murder was part of “a 
sequence of deaths and murders in the logging 
dispute.”

According to data from the National Institute for Space 
Research (INPE), 70 percent of the Maranhao state has 
been deforested. In Arariboia alone, almost 25 hectares 
have been affected.

The Guardians of the Amazon, or Guardioes da 
Floresta, is a group of men of the Guajajara people who 
decided to fight against illegal loggers themselves in the 
face of government inaction. They patrol their territory in 
search of outside threats, and when they find loggers or 
hunters, they destroy their equipment and detain the 
perpetrators to deliver them to the police later.

The group also aims to protect the uncontacted Awa 
Guaja people who live in the region.

Due to their activities to protect their lives and their 
habitat, they have been targeted by illegal loggers. 
Jorginho is one of around 80 members of his tribe who 
have been murdered for defending nature.

Survival International stressed that “brutal cuts in 
government funding to its Indigenous affairs department 
FUNAI and tribal land protection mean the dangers are 
now even greater, as the area is not properly monitored 
or defended by the authorities.
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New heroes 
for the Neoliberals

Losing his security clearance may not be the best thing 
that ever happened to the former CIA director, John 
Brennan, but it has won him a lot of new friends among 
liberals. Brennan, a thirty-year CIA veteran, had first 
been considered to head the CIA in 2008 by 
President-Elect Barack Obama. Brennan withdrew his 
name from consideration when the ACLU and other 
human rights groups charged that he had been 
involved in the torture of suspected terrorists during 
the administration of President George W. Bush. Apart 
from consistently denying that he was personally 
involved with the CIA’s torture program, Brennan has 
defended “extraordinary rendition,” the euphemism for 
“rendering” suspected terrorists to other countries to be 
questioned under torture. Brennan claims that he spoke 
out during the Bush years against some “harsh 
interrogation” practices, but no one has been found who 
recalls this. Perhaps the soft-spoken Brennan spoke out 
quietly.
Before he became Obama’s CIA director in 2013, 
Brennan was Obama’s chief counterterrorism adviser.  
During the years 2009 to 2013, Brennan and Obama met 
every “Terror Tuesday” (the macabre designation used 
in the White House) to study proposed “kill lists” of 
suspected members of al-Qaeda and the Taliban in order 
to decide who the US would kill next with Hellfire 
missiles fired from unmanned aerial drones, including 
kills in countries with which the US was not at war.
But when it comes to drones, perhaps Brennan’s biggest 
whopper came in June 2011.  In public remarks, 
Brennan claimed that no civilians had been killed by U.S. 
drones in nearly a year.  When that claim raised 
eyebrows, Brennan backpedaled, telling the New York 
Times a few days later that there had been no “credible 
evidence” of civilian casualties for the past year.  The 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, a British-based 
NGO, contends that at least 45 civilians were killed by 
US drones during that period.  By the time Brennan left 
his post as Obama’s counterterrorism adviser in 2013 to 
become CIA director, US drones had killed 891 
civilians just in Pakistan, including 176 children, 
according to the Bureau of Investigative Journalism.
Liberals like Rachel Maddow don’t like civilians being 
killed by drones, yet they celebrate Brennan and can 
add another hero, William McRaven who demanded his 
security clearance be cancelled a la Brennan’s.
Virtually all of the news stories since McRaven’s open 
letter note that the Admiral ran the 2011 Navy SEAL 
operation that killed al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.  
This is correct, but does not begin to tell us what we 
need to know about McRaven. He was the mystery man 
pursued by investigative journalist Jeremy Scahill in the 
movie made from Scahill’s book Dirty Wars: The World Is  
a Battlefield.
On February 12, 2010, a massacre took place in the 
small village of Khataba in Afghanistan’s Paktia 
Province. At around 3:30 AM, American troops struck 
the village. Although the unarmed villagers offered no 
resistance, the masked Americans came in shooting.  
Seven of the villagers were killed, including two pregnant 
women and a teenage girl. One of the people killed, 
Mohammed Daoud Sharabuddin, was a local police 
commander. Most of the other villagers worked for the 
Afghan government. Two of the victims might have lived 
had the Americans not refused to evacuate them to a 
hospital.

Murdered in the raid was 
the wife of Mohammed 
Sabir. Sabir told Scahill that 
after his wife’s murder he 
wanted “jihad against the 
Americans.”  Sabir wanted 
to put on a suicide vest and 
kill Americans, but was 
prevented by his brother 
and father. The masked 
invaders remained in the 
village for hours. They dug 
their bullets out of their 
victims with knives. The 
Americans told the villagers 
that they had information 
that 50 Taliban were in the 
village. None were.
None of the American or 
Afghan officials Scahill 
spoke to afterwards 
seemed to know who these 
“bearded Americans,” as 
the people of Khataba 
called them, were. Scahill 
traced the Americans to a 
shadowy military outfit, one he had never heard of in ten 
years of war reporting: the Joint Special Operations 
Command (JSOC). Scahill learned that JSOC, created 
in 1980 and never consisting of more than a “few 
thousand” members, was the most elite military force at 
America’s command. JSOC, Scahill says in his film, was 
“designed to be the most covert unit in the military and 
the only one that reports directly to the president.”
Scahill learned that the raid on Khataba was not an 
isolated incident. By May 2010, the United States was 
conducting as many as 1,000 night raids a month in 
Afghanistan leaving behind an untold number of dead. 
JSOC, however, does not confine its activities to 
Afghanistan. An anonymous former member of JSOC, 
shown on screen as only a darkened silhouette, told 
Scahill that JSOC conducts “covert operations” in 40 
countries “on multiple continents.”  It has “hundreds of 
concurrent operations.”  There is no reason to believe 
that any of this has changed since 2013 when Dirty 
Wars was published.
If JSOC served any nation other than the US, Americans 
would not hesitate to call it a death squad. And from 
August 2011 to August 2014, JSOC was a death squad 
commanded by Admiral William McRaven.
Trump is a disaster. But Brennan and McRaven are 
selling a narrative along with their attacks on Trump. It’s 
the narrative, which too many liberals accept, that Trump 
represents a break from traditional US foreign policy 
which respected other nations. Buy that, and you’ll 
believe that once Trump leaves office US conduct 
abroad will return to “normal” (and that some of the 
credit should go to selfless guardians of the republic like 
John Brennan and William McRaven). But torture, 
waterboarding, extraordinary renditions, and the 
killing of innocents are the US norm, and were 
carried out by both Democratic and Republican 
administrations long before Donald Trump 
descended the escalator in Trump Tower in June 
2015 to announce his presidential candidacy.  John 
Brennan and William McRaven know this, but don’t 
expect their liberal admirers to admit it.

-Charles Pierson 
 a lawyer and a member of the Pittsburgh Anti-Drone 

Warfare Coalition. 
Chapierson@yahoo.com.
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“The question is not whether we 
will be extremist, but what kind of 
extremist we will be- will we we be 
extremist for hate, or for love”

-MLK


