
McNasty
War- If you’re a Glory Boy like John Sidney McCain III,  
you really have no idea what it is. You drop bombs on 
cities, on civilians, maybe on enemy forces, maybe on 
your own troops. Glory Boys like John McCain rarely 
get a taste of the horror they inflict on others. Their 
suffering rarely extends beyond the high anxiety that 
they might get shot down and that some bombarded 
mob on the ground might take its revenge.
In the fall of 1967, Navy pilot John McCain was routinely 
bombing Hanoi from an aircraft carrier in the South 
China Sea. On October 26, he was trying to level a 
power plant in a heavily populated area when a 
surface-to-air missile knocked a wing off his jet.  
Banged-up John McCain and what was left of plane 
splashed into Truc Bach Lake.
A compassionate Vietnamese civilian left his air raid 
shelter and swam out to McCain. McCain’s arm and leg 
were fractured and he was tangled up in his parachute 
underwater. He was drowning. The Vietnamese man 
saved McCain’s sorry ass, and yet McCain has nothing 
but hatred for “the gooks” who allegedly tortured him. 
As he told reporters on his campaign bus (The Straight 
Talk Express) in 2000, “I will hate them as long as I live.” 
The man who rescued McCain tried to ward off an 
angry mob, which stomped on McCain for a while until 
the local cops turned him over to the military. McCain 
was in pain, but suffering no mortal wounds.  He was, 
however, in enough pain to break down and start 
collaborating with the Vietnamese after three days in a 
hospital receiving treatment from qualified doctors – 
something no other POW ever enjoyed. Unlike his fellow 
POWs, he received care from a Soviet doctor. For his 
part, McCain acknowledges that the Vietnamese rushed 
him to a hospital, but denies he was given any “special 
medical treatment.”
McCain, in his carefully prepared statements, claims he 
was tortured while in solitary confinement, and that is 
why he signed a confession saying, “I am a black 
criminal and I have performed the deeds of an air pirate. 
I almost died and the Vietnamese people saved my life, 
thanks to the doctors.” However, on March 25, 1999, 
two of his fellow POWs, Ted Guy and Gordon “Swede” 
Larson told the Phoenix New Times that, while they 
could not guarantee that McCain was not physically 
harmed, they doubted it. As Larson said, “My only 
contention with the McCain deal is that while he was at 
The Plantation, to the best of my knowledge and Ted’s 
knowledge, he was not physically abused in any way. No 
one was in that camp. It was the camp that people were 
released from.”
McCain had a unique POW experience. Initially, he was 
taken to the infamous Hanoi Hilton prison camp, where 
he was interrogated. By McCain’s own account, after 
three or four days, he cracked. He promised his 
Vietnamese captors, “I’ll give you military information if 
you will take me to the hospital.” His Vietnamese 
capturers soon realized their POW, John Sidney McCain 
III, came from a well-bred line of American military 
elites. McCain’s father, John Jr., and grandfather, John 
Sr., were both full Admirals. A destroyer, the USS John 
S. McCain, is named after both of them. While his son 
was held captive in Hanoi, John McCain Jr., from 1968 
to 1972, was the Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Pacific 
Command; Admiral McCain was in charge of all US 
forces in the Pacific including those fighting in Vietnam.
However... two weeks into his stay at the Vietnamese 
hospital, the Hanoi press began quoting him.  It was not 

“name rank and serial number, or kill me,” as specified 
by the military code of conduct. McCain divulged 
specific military information: he gave the name of the 
aircraft carrier on which he was based, the number of 
US pilots that had been lost, the number of aircraft in 
his flight formation, as well as information about the 
location of rescue ships.
So McCain leveraged some details to get some medical 
attention. That’s not anything too contemptible. And 
who among us civilians is to judge someone in the 
position? On the other hand, according to one source, 
McCain’s collaboration may have had very real 
consequences. Retired Army Colonel Earl Hopper, a 
veteran of World War II, Korea and Vietnam, contends 
that the information that McCain divulged classified 
information North Vietnam used to hone their air 
defense system.
Hopper’s son, Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Earl 
Pearson Hopper was, like McCain, shot down over 
North Vietnam. Hopper the younger, however, was 
declared “Missing in Action.” Stemming from the loss of 
his son, the elder Hopper co-founded the National 
League of Families, an organization devoted to the 
return of Vietnam War POWs.
According to the elder Hopper, McCain told his North 
Vietnamese captors, “highly classified information, the 
most important of which was the package routes, which 
were routes used to bomb North Vietnam. He gave in 
detail the altitude they were flying, the direction, if they 
made a turn… he gave them what primary targets the 
United States was interested in.” Hopper contends that 
the information McCain provided allowed the North 
Vietnamese to adjust their air-defenses.  As result, 
Hopper claims, the US lost sixty percent more aircraft 
and in 1968, “called off the bombing of North Vietnam, 
because of the information McCain had given to them.”
McCain was held for five and half years. Not content 
with divulging military information, McCain provided his 
voice in radio broadcasts used by the North Vietnamese 
to demoralize American soldiers. Vietnamese radio 
propagandists made good use out of McCain.  

On June 4, 1969, a U.S. wire service headlined a story 
entitled “PW Songbird Is Pilot Son of Admiral.” The story 
reported that McCain collaborated in psywar offensives 
aimed at American servicemen. “The broadcast was 
beamed to American servicemen in South Vietnam as a 
part of a propaganda series attempting to counter 
charges by U.S. Defense Secretary Melvin Laird that 
American prisoners are being mistreated in North 
Vietnam.” On one occasion, General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
the top Vietnamese commander and a nationalist 
celebrity of the time, personally interviewed McCain.  
His compliance during this command performance was 
a moment of affirmation for the Vietnamese. His 
Vietnamese handlers thereafter used him regularly as 
prop at meetings with foreign delegations.
According to Fernando Barral, a Cuban psychologist 
who questioned McCain in January 1970, “McCain was 
“boastful” during their interview and “without remorse” 
for any civilian deaths that occurred when he bombed 
Hanoi."
McCain has a similar recollection, writing in his 
autobiography that he responded, “No, I do not” when 
Barral asked if he felt remorse. McCain told Barral that 
he had not been subjected to “physical or moral 
violence,” and “lamented in the interview that ‘if I hadn’t 
been shot down, I would have become an admiral at a 
younger age than my father.’” Barral said McCain 
boasted that he was the best pilot in the Navy and that 
he wanted to be an astronaut. The Cuban psychologist 
concluded that McCain was a ‘psychopath.‘ 

"He felt superior to the Vietnamese up there in his 
plane, with all his training,” Barral recalled.  For the 
fawning media and politicians McCain still stands 
upon a pedestal marked “War Hero.”
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