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However from September 12, 2001 through 
December 31, 2016, attacks by domestic or 
“homegrown” violent extremists in the United 
States resulted in 225 fatalities, as reported by the 
Extremist Crime Data Base- of these, 106 were 
killed by far right violent extremists in 62 separate 
incidents, and 119 were victims of radical Islamist 
violent extremists in 23 separate incidents. Our 
Las Vegas Shooter, the knife wielder on the 
Portland train and the Charlottesville car killer 
adds 63 more dead bringing the far right numbers 
to 167 and the incidents to 65, or just about 3 
times more than radical extremists.
Has there been a single case where the white 
killers were stigmatized as terrorists?  Shaun King 
of The Intercept has studied the situation. He 
finds: The Vegas mass murderer, like the majority 
of mass shooters in this country, was a white 
American. And that simple fact changes absolutely 
everything about the way this horrible moment 
gets discussed in the media and the national 
discourse: Whiteness, somehow, protects men 
from being labeled terrorists.
The privilege here is that the ultimate conclusion 
about shootings committed by people from 
commonly nonwhite groups often leads to 
determinations about the corrosive or destructive 
nature of the group itself. When an individual 
claiming to be Muslim commits a horrible act, 
many on the right will tell us Islam is the problem. 
For centuries, when an act of violence has been 
committed by an African-American, racist tropes 
follow — and eventually, the criminalization and 
dehumanization of an entire ethnic group.
Privilege always stands in contrast to how others 
are treated, and it’s true in this case, too: White 
men who resort to mass violence are consistently 
characterized primarily as isolated “lone wolves” 
— in no way connected to one another — while 
the most problematic aspects of being white in 
America are given a pass that nobody else 
receives.
Stephen Paddock’s whiteness has already 
afforded him many outrageous protections in the 
media. While the blood was still congealing on the 
streets of Las Vegas, Paddock was declared a 
“lone wolf.” And yet an investigation into his 
motivations and background had only just started. 
Police were only beginning to move to search his 
home and computers. His travel history had not 
yet been evaluated. No one had yet thoroughly 
scrutinized his family, friends, and social networks.
“Lone wolf” is how Americans designate many 
white suspects in mass shootings. James Holmes 
was called a “lone wolf” when he shot and killed 
12 people at a movie theater in Aurora, 
Colorado. And Dylann Roof, the white supremacist 
who walked into a church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and shot and killed the pastor and eight 
other parishioners, was quickly declared a “lone 
wolf.”
For people of color, and especially for Muslims, 
the treatment is often different. Muslims often get 

labeled as “terrorists” before all the facts have 
come out.Just consider President Donald Trump. 
This morning, Trump tweeted, “My warmest 
condolences and sympathies to the victims and 
families of the terrible Las Vegas shooting. God 
bless you!” That’s fine, but Trump doesn’t even 
seem angry. It’s peculiar that he didn’t call the 
shooter a “son of a bitch,” like he did the NFL 
players who took a knee during the national 
anthem. He didn’t create an insulting nickname for 
Paddock or make an immediate push for a policy 
proposal.
Shaun King added a recent attempt by a white 
man to plant a bomb that was set to go off in the 
morning at an air terminal when most people were 
arriving.  Like The Vegas mass murderer, Michael 
Estes was looking to up the death count 
significantly. As Shaun King reports in The 
Intercept: This past Friday, Oct. 13th, at 12:39 
a.m., security footage from the Asheville Regional 
Airport in North Carolina showed a man walking 
through the front doors wearing black clothing and 
a black cap, while carrying a bag. “Based on a 
review of the video, the individual walked near the 
entrance to the terminal, went out of sight 
momentarily, and was then seen departing the 
area without the bag,” according to the criminal 
complaint.
Following the Transportation Security 
Administration’s protocols, airport security allowed 
a bomb dog to sniff the bag for explosives and the 
dog signaled to the team the presence of 
dangerous materials in the bag. The concourse 
was then shut down. The street leading to the 
airport was shut down. And Asheville Regional 
Airport officials found themselves in a dangerous 
emergency situation.
What investigators eventually found in the bag was 
AN/FO (Ammonium Nitrate/Fuel Oil) explosives 
that, according to the criminal complaint, have 
been used “in a number of terrorist-related 
incidents around the world. When AN/FO comes 
into contact with a flame or other ignition source it 
explodes violently. Nails or ball bearings are often 
items added to the device so as to increase the 
devastation inflicted by the explosion.”
In fact, sharp nails and bullets were found in this 
improvised explosive device. Whoever built it 
designed the bomb to cause horrific bodily harm. 
Before disarming it, authorities discovered that the 
alarm attached to it was scheduled to go off at 
6:00 a.m. that morning just as a fresh round of 
travelers was scheduled to arrive at the airport.
The man who planted it, it turns out, openly 
admitted to authorities that he was “preparing to 
fight a war on U.S. soil” and that this bomb was 
but one part of that war.
I bet you never heard about it. I keep an eye on 
these types of incidents closely and I didn’t hear 
about it. Someone who follows me online who 
happens to live in Asheville sent me the story this 
morning — shocked that it hadn’t gotten any play 
at all beyond a few mentions in the local paper 
and some isolated pickup by a few national 
outlets.

The story didn’t go viral and Trump didn’t tweet 
about it because the bomb was not placed by an 
immigrant, or a Muslim, or a Mexican. It was 
placed there by a good ol’ white man, Michael 
Christopher Estes. Unlike the Las Vegas shooter, 
Stephen Paddock, whose motive is still hard to 
discern, Estes wanted to be very clear that his 
ultimate goal was to accelerate a war on American 
soil.
Sorry if it sounds like you’ve heard this story 
before. I’m as tired of writing it as you are reading 
it, but you know good and well that if Estes was a 
young Muslim — hell, if he had ever even visited a 
mosque in the past 25 years — that Trump would 
be tweeting about him right this very moment to 
tout how essential a Muslim ban is for American 
safety.
In this case, though? Crickets. We hear nothing at 
all — almost exclusively because the man who 
planted an improvised explosive device, just like 
ones that have been used to murder and maim 
people all over the world, was white. His guilt 
starts and stops with him. His actions aren’t an 
indictment of his whole faith, political outlook, and 
race. White people aren’t, thanks to Estes, 
suddenly labeled terrorists or seen as a threat to 
American safety in the way that would almost 
certainly happen had it been anybody other than a 
white man.
This isn’t me calling for all of those things that 
happen to Muslims and immigrants every single 
day to now happen to Estes and white people all 
over the country. It’s me saying that the 
fundamentally bigoted double standard by which it 
is done to virtually everyone except for Michael 
Christopher Estes and other white men has to 
stop.

 Thanks to Shaun King
Intercept.com
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“The question is not whether we 
will be extremist, but what kind of 
extremist we will be- will we we be 
extremist for hate, or for love”

-MLK


