
My life has evolved through a series of epochs, 
defined by what is occupying the majority of my 
time and interest during that period.
For better or worse I have now fallen upon digital 
technology, and fear that an eye-frying chronic 
addiction could ensue at any minute.
It was bound to happen- as a major TV addict in 
childhood, I managed a transition to adulthood 
removed from screens and  broadcast feeds, 
missing the dreck era of TV, that had eclipsed the 
previous silver and golden eras- and then there was 
cable and satellite, but I missed it all.
As a late adopter, it caught up to me when a little red 
envelope holding a DVD became the most 
interesting mail in the  box, TV had evolved, and 
binge watching discs is a much more satisfying way 
to experience it.
But now, my computer is seducing me with 
interactivity on a screen. I never understood the 
draw of computer games...I grew up with arcades 
full of coin operated video games, and always 
preferred the mechanical pinball machine- the 
tangible physical experience of hand and eye, over 
the click-click- on-off- on-off buttons, and lagging 
joysticks.
growing up in Silicon valley at the dawn of the age, 
surrounded by computer awareness. In the  industry 
from the beginning, my dad started out convincing 
businesses why they should invest in 'Big Blue's' 
room size mainframes-  he told me "There will be a 
terminal in every home one day." But then he came 
home from the Homebrew Computer Club with a 
crude hand built machine that was not just a 
terminal, but something new, a home computer, 
probably right out of Steve Jobs garage.
Despite this I was indifferent to the technology- as 
predicted the personal computer has virtually 
become a terminal, used by the majority as a tool to 
access the wider world via telecommunication.
I've only  been using the magic of lap top computing 
for a few years, and recognize it as the powerful tool  
of creativity that it promised to be. The production of 
this paper you hold in your hand is just one example.
Reluctantly, I admit that practicing the skills of 
manipulating pixels graphically has become my 
addicting computer game.
Because of this tremendous potential I continue to 
be puzzled by the 'quality gap' in content, and the 
mundane parade of click bait and come-ons that 
populate the new commons of the web.
As I scratch the surface deeper, and discover more 
potential, I see the effort involved takes an 
enormous dedication to learning the skills 
necessary to create at the speed of thought, 
the kind of dedication that helps create value.
Value seems a rare commodity these days.  Money 
as the ruling value is on the forebrain of most, as the 
accumulation, use, or waste of it, defines every 
activity, product, and experience.
Where does this magical stuff money come from? 
Literally, printing presses, and mints- While 
contemplating this reality- that the production of 
physical notes and coins is paid for with the very 
money created, is mind numbing enough, further 
contemplation reveals when those newly minted 
assets are deposited more value is 'created' in the 
ability to lend. Debt, investment and speculation 
drive this mythical value, and build acceptance of 
the thralldom of finance.
On the time horizon now is the new concept of 
cryptocurrency, a truly virtual money, in the news 
more and more. I have a vague sense of déjà vu, 
back around 25 years ago, seemingly all at once I 
began to see the cryptic www.something.com at the 
bottom of print advertising, and -BOOM- the 
commercialization of of the internet began, and 
apparently, now, virtually dominates.
It's not to much of a leap, considering the bulk of 
financial transactions already executed 
electronically, that virtual money will be the next big 
change embraced.
The driver of cryptocurrency is the BlockChain: 
"an open, distributed ledger that can record 
transactions between two parties efficiently and in 
a verifiable and permanent way."  
It has the potential to fundamentally change the way 
all transactions, business, contracts, even voting, 
and governance is operated. 
Exploitive news of the rise and fall, risks and 
benefits of Bitcoin leads the news- Typically 
speculation and get rich schemes are touted and 
debunked as this mysterious tool is explained with 
the sidebar of its exploitation by criminals on the 
Dark Web, and unpredictable speculative risk. But as 

virtual coins struggle to the surface of financial 
markets, creating wealth in a new way, a paradigm 
shift flutters in the distance.
A test of the traction bitcoin is gaining is that China 
is the first country to ban bitcoin exchanges, a move 
that relied heavily on the country’s existing web 
censorship systems, but due to the structure of 
Blockchain- distributed, e.g. decentralized 
transactions, Chinese market activity continues 
offshore.
The model of money as a tool of power, greed and 
exploitation continues to dominate, but 
changes begin to surface, as start-ups 
promise a new autonomy, with an alternative 
currency that is not controlled by government 
or financial institutions, but rather verifiable 
peer to peer transactions. In just the last year 
the new concept of tokenization of intellectual 
property- cryptocurrency based on the value of 
creators is happening.
Tokit allows Content Creators of any kind to create 
their own tokenized economies or 'ecosystems', by 
representing their creative projects through tokens 
on the Ethereum blockchain.
SingularDTV (S-DTV) is a content production and 
distribution platform built on Ethereum. The goal is 
not only to create and broadcast quality film and TV 
content but also to reshape the entertainment 
industry into a more fair, efficient and transparent 
business with blockchain and smart contract 
technology.
Steemit is a social media platform where everyone 
gets paid with transferrable digital rewards, for 
creating and curating content. 
These platforms propose new ways to reward effort, 
but still, the vast googleverse of the web is rife with 
ghettos and cul-de-sacs, and increasingly video 
rules. From a  superficial scan of Steemit (because, 
lets face it, who has time to delve too deeply into 
these wormholes of social media?) it appears  the 
mentality rising to the surface is writings and video 
on how to make fast "cash" on Steemit. 
The paradigm shift is stuck in low gear if people 
focus on revenue streams and speculation. 
Creating value beyond entertainment will be a 
challenge on these platforms, but could it be that if 
more highly evolved entertainment is esteemed and 
valued, and decentralized, maybe creativity in 
general can be enhanced.
The bane of local currency has always been the so 
called "Massage Dollar"- the value gap between 
services and goods- trading 'soft' services like 
massages, and guitar lessons, is one thing, but 
using that same currency for tangible goods is 
another. The disconnect in perceived value and 
limited penetration into the existing economy is the 
hump that alternative currencies need to surmount 

to be fully embraced as an economic option. 
Fortunately perception is exactly the way monetary 
value works.
The new version of this soft value may be the video 
tutorial, why I would want to spend time watching 
low production value, talking heads telling me 
rehashed, obvious things is a mystery. Then there is 
the out right goofy stuff, are there really people who 
believe the Earth is flat? should I care? A currency 
backed by value- demands the creation of value.
One new virtual currency that packs a potential 
punch is Venezuela's new 'Petro' designed to 
circumvent financial manipulation and price fixing of 
international commodity trading, backed by that 
country's natural resources of precious metals, 
diamonds, and petroleum reserves.
Of course the demonization of Venezuela and it 
attempts at social progress continue.
Changing how the game works is risky and goes 
against the rules of power brokers, whose neo-ethic 
dictates the good of the few trumps the good of the 
many, and ironically this is how the leadership of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is portrayed- 
casting the troubled post revolutionary government 
as a corrupt socialist dictatorship is just the kind of 
currency that hegemony demands be used in global 
economics. 
Socially irrational logic intentionally leads to 
incomprehension and confusion and is part of the 
oligarchy's plan for the change they seek.
Tax cuts benefit wealth, and services are cut- The 
infamous image of reducing government to the size 
that it can be drowned in the bathtub as a goal is not 
just a "get government off our backs libertarianism," 
it is a recognition that the goals of the elite cannot 
be met without changing fundamental structures to 
achieve unpopular goals, while teaching the 
reluctant a lesson, get in line, or suffer. 
This is not mere hyperbole, or conspiracy paranoia, 
but rather the avowed plan of the uber wealthy Koch 
combine that seeks to rewrite the national 
constitution as they imagine it should be.
Could it be that this can cut both ways? Change will 
happen, If a new model of economics and trade can 
serve us better, How will we create it?
Now more than ever being a creator of change 
pays higher dividends than being a passive 
consumer of content. 

Make it so.    

Joshua Golden
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