
About 45 miles from Crystal City, Texas, where Hiroshi 
Shimizu was held as a child in a Japanese internment 
camp during World War II, there is the South Texas 
Residential Family Center in Dilley-  a euphemism, some 
would say, for a family detention center. 

As the country’s largest detention center, with capacity 
up to 2,400, it’s been a focus of the ongoing 
immigration debate across the nation. 

Now 76 years old, Shimizu is returning to Crystal City 
on Saturday afternoon along with a group of Japanese 
American individuals and organizations to stage a 
peaceful protest at the border against family 
separations under the Trump administration's “Zero 
Tolerance” policy. 

More than 60 people of Japanese ancestry, many of 
whom are either former detainees or descendants of 
those who were incarcerated during World War II, first 
made a pilgrimage to the site of the former Japanese 
detention center in Crystal City, where a memorial 
service took place in honor of their families and those 
who lost their lives.

We’re not just saying we feel your pain, we’re 
going further than that — it has to stop.
A statement from Satsuki Ina, one of the organizers, 
said that these former World War II detainees, now in 
their 70s, 80s and 90s, along with their friends, families 
and descendants, would travel east from Crystal City to 
Dilley, where they will join the rest of the protesters 
calling attention “to all immigrants being subjected to 
mass incarceration today.” 

As a psychotherapist, Ina, 75, not only studied 
community trauma but knows firsthand how damaging 
traumatic events can be as she and her family were held 
at Tule Lake Segregation Center in California — one of 
10 Japanese internment camps ran by the U.S. 
government during World War II — after the Pearl 
Harbor attack.

It’s a pain that really resonates with families like 
Shimizu's, especially within the Japanese American 
community. 

Shimizu was born behind barbed wire at the Topaz War 
Relocation Center in Utah in 1943, and in the same year,  
his family was transferred to the Tule Lake center. 

Even after Shimizu's parents renounced their United 
States citizenships in 1945, they were denied release. 
When the government's efforts to deport them failed, 
they were incarcerated again at the internment camp in 
Crystal City six months after the war was over. 

Shimizu's family did not get released until almost two 
years after the war. 

Although it's not "exactly the same thing," Shimizu said 
that at it's core, the events occurring at the border were 
still a "human rights issue."

Ina believes it's the familiarity of what's happening at 
the border that helped the protest garner support 
across the country. 

Those who couldn’t make it to the protest contributed 
by making paper cranes, known as “ori- tsuru,” to 
hang along the fence of the facility. 

“We were hoping for 10,000,” na said Instead, they 
received more than double that from supporters in a 
diversity of communities. 

Those colorful origami cranes, a symbol of peace and 
hope, were part of a rallying cry across the country to 
protest against what people like Ina fear is a “repetition 
of their own historical mass incarceration,” with 
innocent families unjustly detained and separated again.

In a recent report by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Office of Inspector General 
revealed that although HHS has identified 2,737 
children separated from their parents as of now, the 
total number is unknown, as “thousands of children 
may have been separated during an influx that began in 
2017, before the accounting required by the Court, and 
HHS has faced challenges in identifying separated 
children.”

When Grace Shimizu, 65, first heard about the 
consequences of the "Zero Tolerance” policy, she was 
horrified, but she quickly realized this wasn’t new. 

Throughout American history there have been 
forced family separations, she said. “Just look at the 
way indigenous people, African Americans and 
Japanese Americans were treated.” 

Grace Shimizu is the daughter of a former Japanese 
immigrant from Peru; her father was forcibly brought to 
the United States during World War II under President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s secret prisoner exchange 
program. 

The little-known program aimed to deport those of 
Japanese ancestry in Latin America and use them as 
hostages in exchange for Americans held by Japan.
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Protest at South Texas Residential Family Center in 
Dilley, Texas, March, 30, 2019.

A few months later, Grace Shimizu’s father was 
transported to the detention center in Crystal City, 
where thousands of other Germans, Italians, Japanese 
Americans and Japanese Peruvians, including some of 
his family, were held on unsubstantiated charges. 

“Just like in the U.S., people started disappearing after 
Pearl Harbor, our family was targeted among other 
leaders in the community,” Grace said. 

After the war, her father wasn’t allowed to return to Peru 
so he stayed in the U.S. and eventually started a new 
family with her mother.

Decades after her father’s release, she and six other 
families launched the Japanese Peruvian Oral History 
Project to preserve their family’s history and help those 
who seek redress. 

Beyond expressing their empathy, Grace Shimizu said 
they wanted to be here today to bare witness and 
expose more of what’s going on in order to hold the 
government accountable. 

“We’re not just saying we feel your pain, we’re going 
further than that — it has to stop,” she said. 

With a Japanese taiko drums performance and the tens 
of thousands paper cranes strung outside of the facility, 
the goal is to show solidarity and actively speak out 
against the government, Ina said. 

“We want them to hear our voices and see the tens of 
thousands of colorful paper cranes to let them know we 
haven’t forgotten," Ina said, "and we’ll continue to fight 
for their freedom."

Stacy Chen
abcnews.go.com

 Fuse Feed   Print ⇰ Distribute  3

www.greenfuse.work

The Children are  dying; 
Save the Children.

At 9:30 in the morning of March 26, the entrance to a rural hospital in northwest 
Yemen, supported by Save the Children, was teeming as patients waited to be seen 
and employees arrived at work. Suddenly, missiles from an airstrike hit the hospital, 
killing seven people, four of them children. Jason Lee of Save the Children, told The 
New York Times that the Saudi-led coalition, now in its fifth year of waging war in 
Yemen, knew the coordinates of the hospital and would have been able to avoid the 
strike. He called what happened “a gross violation of humanitarian law.”
The day before, Save the Children reported that air raids carried out by the Saudi-led 
coalition have killed at least 226 Yemeni children and injured 217 more in just the last 
twelve months. “Of these children,” the report noted, “210 were inside or close to a 
house when their lives were torn apart by bombs that had been sold to the coalition by 
foreign governments.”
Last year, an analysis issued by Save the Children estimated that 85,000 children 
under age five have likely died from starvation or disease since the Saudi-led 
coalition’s 2015 escalation of the war in Yemen.“Children who die in this way suffer 
immensely as their vital organ functions slow down and eventually stop,” said Tamer 
Kirolos, Save the Children’s Country Director in Yemen. “Their immune systems are so 
weak they are more prone to infections with some too frail to even cry. Parents are 
having to witness their children wasting away, unable to do anything about it.” Kirolos 
and others are demanding an immediate suspension of arms sales to all warring 
parties, an end to blockades preventing distribution of food, fuel and humanitarian aid 
and the application of full diplomatic pressure to end the war.

The United States, a major supporter of the Saudi-led coalition, has itself been guilty 
of killing innocent patients and hospital workers by bombing a hospital. On October 3, 
2015, U.S. airstrikes destroyed a Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders)  
hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, killing 42 people. “Patients burned in their beds,” 
MSF reported, “medical staff were decapitated and lost limbs, and others were shot 
from the air while they fled the burning building.”  More recently, on March 23, 2019, 8 
children were among 14 Afghan civilians killed by a U.S. airstrike also near Kunduz.
Atrocities of war accumulate, horrifically. We in the United States have yet to 
realize both the futility and immense consequences of war. We continue to 
develop, store, sell, and use hideous weapons. We rob ourselves and others of 
resources needed to meet human needs, including grappling with the terrifying 
realities of climate change.
We should heed the words and actions of Eglantyne Jebb, who founded Save the 
Children a century ago. Responding to the British post-war blockade of Germany and 

Eastern Europe, Jebb participated in a group attempting to deliver food and medical 
supplies to children  who were starving. 
In London’s Trafalgar Square, she distributed a leaflet showing the emaciated children 
and declaring: “Our blockade has caused this, – millions of children are starving to 
death.” She was arrested, tried, convicted, and fined. But the judge in the case was 
moved by her commitment to children and paid her fine. His generosity was Save the 
Children’s first donation. “Every war,” said Jebb, “is a war against children.
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